SWITCH FROM WRESTLING TO DIVING HAS PAID
OFF FOR TREMPER’S BRANDON SPENCER

Mostly cloudy, not as cold
High 36 ● Low 31 — Details, B6
Check things out, post activities on our community
events calendar at KENOSHANEWS.COM/GOKENOSHA
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Lottery claims
winning
$1.5B Powerball ticket
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DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) — A
winning ticket in Wednesday night’s
record $1.5 billion Powerball jackpot
was sold in suburban Los Angeles, a
spokesman for the California lottery
says.
It could take several hours before
officials know whether any winning
tickets were sold elsewhere. The winning numbers were 4-8-19-27-34 and
Powerball 10.
One winning ticket was sold at a
7-Eleven in Chino Hills, Calif., said
Alex Travesta, a spokesman for that
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Here are the winning numbers in Wednesday night’s Powerball drawing.
state’s lottery. The identity of the winner is not yet known.
Officials with the Multi-State
Lottery Association, which runs the
Powerball game, said they expected
more than 85 percent of the possible
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number combinations would have
been bought for the drawing. The odds
of winning were 1 in 292.2 million.
Winners have to pay 39.6 percent of
the prize in federal income taxes, in
addition to any state taxes.

Estimated jackpot amounts, which
are released daily, have been steadily
rising since Nov. 4, when the jackpot
was reset at $40 million.
Powerball tickets are sold in 44
states, as well as the District of Columbia, the U.S. Virgin Islands and Puerto
Rico.
But residents in the six states that
don’t participate are finding ways to
get their hands on tickets. Some of the
biggest Powerball sales have come
from cities bordering states that don’t
sell the tickets, according to the Multi-

State Lottery Association.
The association oversees the
Powerball Lottery, but management
rotates annually among member
states.
The $1.5 billion prize would be
paid in annual payments over 29
years or the winner could opt for a
lump-sum payment of $930 million.
The jackpot for the twice-weekly
game started at $40 million on Nov. 4.
Lottery officials expected at least 80
percent of the 292.2 million number
combinations would be purchased .

ACT scores
reflect new
mandate
Wisconsin now requires
all students to take exam
BY DENEEN SMITH
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S.R. Mills of Bear Development gives a tour of the Fifth Avenue Lofts on Wednesday. Though the first phase of the
apartment complex is not yet finished, Bear officials said two-thirds of the units have already been leased sight
unseen.

Fifth Avenue Lofts attract attention
Most units already
rented sight unseen
BY JAMES LAWSON

jlawson@kenoshanews.com
Kenosha’s apartment shortage has
become so dire that prospective renters are signing up for new apartment
units even though some are still under
construction.
While the first phase of Bear Development’s $13 million, 60-unit downtown
Fifth Avenue
Video footage
Lofts won’t be
completed until
KenoshaNews.com/Video
the end of the
month, two-thirds of the units are already leased, according to Bear officials.
Some of the first tenants will have a Feb.
1 occupancy date. They are leasing the
apartments sight unseen.
“We began getting inquiries right
after the news stories appeared,” said
Bear’s Amanda Stipek.
Bear officials are reviewing a waiting
list for the remaining units in the first
phase at 5815 Fifth Ave.
A 40-unit second phase is expected to be
completed early next year. A third phase
could come later. Developer S.R. Mills said
groundbreaking for the second phase is
scheduled for the end of this month.
While the first phase is an L-shaped,
five-story building that offers a Lake
Michigan view to those who select units

S.R. Mills of Bear Development points out some of the features of an apartment in the Fifth Avenue Lofts on Wednesday.
on the south side, the 40-unit second
phase will be a rectangular building
adjacent to the first.
The residential campus will feature
indoor and outdoor parking, a community room, an exercise room and other
common-area amenities. Each unit will
have a private balcony.
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Fifth Avenue Lofts will feature one-,
two and three-bedroom units ranging
from 1,100 square feet to 1,300 square
feet and 13 different floor plans. Rents
will range from $900 to $1,600 a month.
Under a tax and financing arrange-
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Sharing Center Director
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Last school year, for the
first time, every public high
school junior in Wisconsin took the ACT college
entrance exam.
The test — in the past a
voluntary exam for students
planning to attend
college — was
adopted as a statewide standardized
test for public
high school students.
Educators knew shifting the test from voluntary
to mandatory would push
down average scores.
Results from the statewide
exam were released by the
Wisconsin Department of
Public Instruction Wednesday. The composite score
was 20.0, down from 22.2 the
previous year when 73 percent of Wisconsin students
voluntarily took the exam.
Results were also previously reported for the
graduating class rather than
the junior class, and many
students took the test multiple times in an effort to get
their best score.
All Kenosha County high
schools, with the exception
of Central High School and
LakeView Technology Academy, scored below the state
average. LakeView is unlike
other public schools in the
county in that most students
must meet academic and
behavior requirements to
apply for enrollment.
In the Kenosha Unified
School District, the composite
score fell from 21.2 for the
class of 2015 to 18.4.
At Wilmot High School, the
score fell from 22.43 to 19.7.
At Central High School the
score fell from 23.19 to 20.6
Individual students who

took the test last year received their scores over the
summer.
Kris Keckler, Unified’s
executive director of information and accountability,
said the districtwide test data
gives Kenosha schools a baseline and a way to target areas
that need improvement.

Achievement gaps
For Unified, which is far
more diverse than districts
in western Kenosha County,
the ACT results showed
sharp gaps in the performance of different demographic groups.
For example, 41 percent of
girls scored at the proficient
or advanced level in English
language arts, compared
with 28.9 percent of boys. In
math, the result was flipped,
with just 19.9 percent of girls
scoring at the proficient or
advanced level, compared
with 24 percent of boys.
Gaps in test performance
between minority and white
students, and between lowincome students and their
wealthier classmates, have
been a persistent problem
statewide and in Unified.
Although the achievement
gap is a national problem,
Wisconsin’s achievement
gap between white and black
students was worse than
anywhere else in the United
States, according to national
data reported last year.

Stark differences
The gaps in ACT scores between black and white Unified
students were stark.
Just 5.6 percent of Unified’s black students scored
at the proficient level in
See ACTS, Back page
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Legislation that would open
the door for children with
seizure disorders to receive
treatment of cannabidiol (CBD
oil), a THC extract, was unanimously passed by the state
Senate Judiciary and Public
Safety Committee Wednesday.
Senate Bill 221, co-authored by Sen. Bob Wirch, DSomers, and Sen. Van Wanggaard, R-Racine, is a trailer
bill to last session’s “Lydia’s
Law,” named in honor of the
late Lydia Schaeffer of Burlington, who passed away at
the age of 7 after a long battle
with epilepsy and other
medical conditions.
Lydia’s Law passed the
Legislature with bipartisan
support, but because the
CMD oil was illegal under
federal law, doctors needed
an FDA waiver to prescribe
it, and no Wisconsin doctors
were willing to seek that

Wirch said with regard to the
bill. “These kids have waited
too long as it is.”

Treatment works

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Sally Schaeffer is pictured
with her daughter Lydia in
this file photo. Lydia died
in 2013.
waiver, Wirch said.
This bill would make CBD
oil available without a prescription.

Wirch said new studies
show this treatment works.
In December, the U.S.
Drug Enforcement Agency
announced that it had eased
some of the regulatory
requirements imposed by the
Controlled Substances Act
for those conducting FDAapproved clinical trials on
CBD oil, streamlining the
research process regarding
its medicinal value.
That same month, a new
study involving 11 epilepsy
centers in the U.S. showed
that CBD oil reduces seizures
in children and young adults
with epilepsy who have not
found relief from other forms
of treatment, Wirch said.
“I’ve talked numerous

and other parents out there
whose children are suffering,” he said. “We heard
their heart-wrenching
testimony at the hearing.
They are desperate for help
here in Wisconsin. They
don’t want to have to uproot
their families and move to
Colorado or some other state
where they can legally get
this treatment.”
Wanggaard said he has
been working for months to
ensure support for the bill in
both the Senate and Assembly.
“I authored Senate Bill 221
because I share Sen. Wirch’s
passion to allow people to
possess CBD oil,” Wanggaard
said Wednesday.
He said the bill is scheduled for a vote in the Assembly in a “week or two.”
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Illinois

Daily Pick 3: 6-7-9
Daily Pick 4: 1-2-3-0
SuperCash: 7-11-13-17-21-33.
Doubler? No
Badger 5: 4-11-12-15-24.
Jackpot: $10,000
5 Card Cash: 4H-5D-3C-7C-9D
Megabucks: 4-19-30-31-3238. Jackpot: $1.3 million

Pick Three-Midday: 9-3-9,
fireball 8
Pick Three-Evening: 4-5-7,
fireball 9
Pick Four-Midday: 4-3-1-5,
fireball 3
Pick Four-Evening: 8-5-6-2,
fireball 3
Lucky Day Lotto-Midday:
1-11-23-24-39
Lucky Day Lotto-Evening:
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8-26-28-39-44
Extra Shot Lotto: Jackpot for
today: $20.25 million
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Deadline is Wednesday, February 10th at 3 p.m.
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Mega Millions: No big winner
Tuesday. Jackpot for Friday:
$22 million
Powerball: 4-8-19-27-34,
Powerball: 10, Power Play: 2.
Jackpot: $1.5 billion

LOFTS: Jobs surge boosts rental demand
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ment with the city of Kenosha, some state
agencies and private financing organizations, Mills said some of the units will be
rented at rates arranged under a “workforce
credits” agreement.

Apartment shortage
The construction of new apartments in
the Kenosha area began early last year after
some real estate experts described the area’s
available rental market as being nearly
depleted.
Some landlords attributed the apartment
shortage to the booming job market fueled by
new companies that have located to the area.

Sagewood
Mequon developer William Bodner of Bodner Property Management has completed
the first phase of his Sagewood Apartments
complex at 6950 75th St. and is expected to

have a second 16-unit phase completed by
April, with a third phase to be completed
during the summer.
Though still under construction, the second building is already rented out.
Sagewood has one- and two-bedroom
apartments with private entrances, private
garages, in-unit washer and dryer and cathedral ceilings. Floor plans ranges from 825
square feet to 1,245 square feet.

Market Square
In Somers, the Village Board authorized the
final terms for Bear Development’s Market
Square Apartments, a 280-unit complex at 31st
Street and Green Bay Road, near Wal-Mart,
Sam’s Club and a proposed Festival Foods.
The board also approved a tax increment
bond of $875,000 to finance the development.
The TIF district is valued at $40 million and
is expected to generate $760,000 in annual
revenue for the village.
Mills said he expects ground to be broken
there soon.

ACTS: State seeks to raise expectations
From Page A1
math and 13.4 percent in
English, compared with
29.9 percent of white students scoring advanced or
proficient in math and 44.5
percent in English.
Those numbers are similar to the statewide gap.
Wisconsin adopted the statewide ACT test to help school
districts to better gauge how
schools are preparing students
for post-secondary education
and to persuade some students
who were not planning on college to reconsider.

“Taking the ACT exposes
young people to expectations for college and careers
and may prompt those who
weren’t considering further
education beyond high
school to finish strong and
take the leap into higher education and training,” said
State Superintendent Tony
Evers in a statement.
The ACT is scored on
a scale of 1 to 36. It tests
English, reading, writing,
mathematics and science.
Statewide, 45.7 percent
of students scored at the
proficient or advanced level

in English language arts and
35.9 percent at the proficient
or advanced level in math.
Among the 11 states that
last year had 100 percent of
their juniors take the ACT,
composite scores ranged
from an average of 19 for
South Carolina and Mississippi to a high of 20.7 for
Illinois and Colorado.
The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction
cautioned against directly
comparing the average composite ACT scores reported
for past graduating classes
against this year’s results.
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