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BIG REBOUND FOR LOCAL HOUSING 
MARKET

Did you notice the news story 
this week about a big hous-
ing development in Pleas-
ant Prairie? It’s the kind of 

thing we haven’t seen around here in 
a while: 227 new apartments and 19 
single-family homes.

That project, proposed by Lexing-
ton Homes, was approved Monday 
by the village Plan Commission. It 
will be located near the intersection 
of Bain Station Road and Highway H 
(88th Avenue).

That project comes on the heels of 
last year’s announcement by Bear 
Development that it will build a 280-
unit apartment complex in Somers 
on Highway 31 near the new Festival 
Foods store.

That’s a lot of new construction, 
even if most of it is apartments, but 
apartments are in short supply and 
rents have been rising.

There are other signs that the local 

housing market, which was seri-
ously damaged by the recession, has 
bounced back in a big way.

Look around your neighborhood. 
How long do houses that are for sale 
stay on the market? In some cases, 

it’s just a few days.
Do you see more contractors’ 

trucks? As property values rise, 
homeowners feel more confi dent 
about investing in their homes. 
Many seem to be having work done 
that they put off for years when the 
value of houses was falling.

That has a tremendous ripple 
effect on the local economy. 
Hardware stores, building sup-
ply stores, flooring stores, appli-
ance stores and furniture stores 
all benefit, along with the skilled 
tradespeople who work at renovat-
ing, remodeling and installing new 
equipment.

We saw what happened when the 
housing market collapsed. Home-
owners were reluctant to invest in 
their homes, because their homes 
were declining in value.

That pendulum has swung the 
other way. Thank goodness.

VOICE OF THE PEOPLE

OUR VIEW

Obama mandates
unconstitutional laws

The Kenosha Unifi ed School District 
should stand against this manipulative 
lawsuit fi led by Ash Whitaker. Also, the 
community needs to support our school 

superintendent,  Sue 
Savaglio-Jarvis, who is 
named in the lawsuit.

Lesbian, gay, transgen-
der and bisexual issues 
have exploded because 
King Obama mandates 
unconstitutional laws 
upon the American people. 
I remind the Kenosha 
community that when any 

man-made edict on law is made that is 
contrary to God’s higher law, it is no 
law.

Christ’s apostles chose to obey God 
rather than earthly despots. Daniel 
stood against the lions. David took on 
Goliath. Esther came to the kingdom for 
such a time as this.

We as a community should not be 
intimidated by an individual who wants 
to mandate their views upon us.

David T. DeBerge
Kenosha

School Board’s vote
should be respected

Personally, I don’t have any problem 
with the decision recently made by our 
Kenosha Unifi ed School Board. They 
obviously have the authority to choose 
by vote to select the name of the new 
stadium at Bradford High School. Un-
less they failed to adhere to any specifi c 
criteria, or are required to accept the 
recommendation of the ad hoc commit-
tee, then their vote should stand and be 
respected by the public.

I am a graduate of the 1952 class at 
Mary D. Bradford High School. The 
name of the school was changed in 
order to honor her name, which it has 
done over these many years. I like the 
idea that the board has decided to add 
some diversity in the selection of an in-
dividual to be honored. It is a statement 
of the society we live in.

As I recall, there was also some con-
troversy and opposition to the naming 
of Walter Reuther High School.

James J. Komarec
Kenosha

Stadium should honor
Gordon, Waynes

Let’s celebrate Kenosha’s talented 
youth by naming Bradford’s new 
football stadium the Gordon-Waynes 
Stadium. What a tribute to Melvin and 
Trae, not to mention Bradford and 
Kenosha, to have two young men from 
the same high school be drafted into the 
NFL in the same season.

 They are current, relatable and 
inspirational. They represent our fu-
ture and will inspire today’s kids, plus 
generations to come. 

While it has been customary to honor 
someone who is deceased, let’s pave the 
way, Kenosha, and be proud of our liv-
ing legends! 

Patti Pooch, 
Pleasant Prairie 

and Michael Thomey
Kenosha
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COMING SUNDAY: More letters about the name of the new stadium

BY LEONARD PITTS JR.
MIAMI HERALD

“Then you will know the truth and the 
truth will set you free”

— John 8:32

Or maybe not.
Far be it from me to correct Je-

sus, but to survey the modern po-
litical landscape is to see precious little 
evidence of the truth setting anyone free. 
Indeed, it is to become convinced that 

a great many would not 
know the truth if it bit 
them on the nose. They 
prefer the soft comfort of 
lies to the hard challenge 
of facts.

In that sense, a new 
poll by the Huffi ngton 
Post and YouGov only 
illustrates again some-
thing we already know. It 
says that most Americans 

— 61 percent — believe crime is on the 
rise over the last decade. Which is just 
not true. The violent 
crime rate for 2014, the 
last year for which full 
statistics are avail-
able, was 365.5 per 
100,000 people. To fi nd 
a time when crime was 
lower, you’d have to go 
back to when Rich-
ard Nixon was in the 
White House, “Room 
222” was on televi-
sion, “One Less Bell to 
Answer” by the 5th Dimension was on 
the turntable — and everyone still had 
turntables. In other words: 1970.

So this thing most of us believe to be 
true is empirically and demonstrably 
false. Check it for yourself by perusing 
the Uniform Crime Reports at FBI.gov.

Not that I think that will change many 
minds. Those who are ideologically 
invested in the notion of a nation where 
crime is spiraling out of control will 
likely round fi le those statistics in the 
same mental receptacle where they and 
others store President Obama’s citizen-
ship, global warming and the fact that 
vaccines do not cause autism.

This happens often enough that 
there’s a name for it: confi rmation bias. 
It was quantifi ed in a 1979 Stanford Uni-
versity study which found that confront-
ing people with facts proving a belief 
wrong does not change their minds. 

Rather, people tend to disregard the 
proof and harden the false belief.

Later research has found similar re-
sults. In 2004, Drew Westen, a psychol-
ogy professor at Emory University, 
ran a study which showed that, given 
weak evidence confirming their view 
or strong evidence refuting it, most 
people will give greater weight to the 
former.

I’m as guilty as anyone. As someone 
who considers the Indian-themed name 
of Washington’s professional football 
team to be offensive, I was vexed a few 
months ago when a Washington Post 
poll found that the vast majority of 
American Indians are not insulted by it. 
My instinct was to discount the poll and 
question its methodology.

And yes, maybe the methodology was, 
indeed, fl awed. Or maybe that was just 
how I defended myself from an unwel-
come truth.

This question of how and why we be-
lieve as we do is not abstract. As Westen 

told me in 2004, “The 
scary thing is the ex-
tent to which you can 
imagine this infl uenc-
ing jury decisions, 
boardroom decisions, 
political decisions.”

It gets scarier when 
you factor in the cyni-
cal manipulations of 
demagogic politicians, 
internet hoaxers and 
putative news organi-
zations that use our 

confi rmation biases to steer our opinions 
— and our fears. It becomes easier to un-
derstand why America now feels like one 
nation cleaved in two, a people living in 
alternate realities governed by separate 
and unequal “truths.” And it brings to 
mind what Lincoln — quoting Jesus — 
said about a house divided.

The divisions of this house argue for a 
renewed scholastic emphasis on critical 
thinking, for a principled tearing down 
of ideological silos and, maybe, for a lit-
tle self-refl ection. They also suggest that 
maybe John 8:32 isn’t so far off the mark. 
After all, it says that before the truth can 
set you free, you must fi rst know it.

Apparently, that part is easier said 
than done.

Leonard Pitts Jr. can be contacted 
by email at lpitts@miamiherald.com.

One nation, divided
by our versions of  reality

BY EUGENE ROBINSON
WASHINGTON

Apparently we’ve reached the part 
where Donald Trump, not satis-
fi ed with having demolished the 

Republican Party, tries to bring down 
the rest of the political system as well. 
No one should be surprised.

The garbage that 
comes out of his mouth 
gets more vile and 
putrid by the day. On 
Tuesday, he suggested 
that fervent defenders 
of the right to keep and 
bear arms could take 
things into their own 
hands if Hillary Clinton 
were elected. It was a 
shocking incitement to 
political violence.

“If she gets to pick her judges, nothing
you can do, folks,” Trump told a rally in 
North Carolina. “Although the Second 
Amendment 
people — 
maybe there 
is, I don’t 
know.”

 We all 
understood 
exactly what 
he was say-
ing. House 
Speaker Paul 
Ryan sug-
gested that perhaps he was trying to be 
funny. Since Trump knows nothing, 
perhaps Ryan will explain to him that 
fi ve of our 44 presidents have been shot 
while in offi ce.

A day later, Trump was equally 
unhinged at a Florida rally when he 
went on a bizarre rant about the terror-
ist Islamic State, also known as ISIS. 
“In many respects, you know, they 
honor President Obama. ISIS is honor-
ing President Obama. He’s the founder 
of ISIS. He’s the founder of ISIS. The 
founder. He founded ISIS. And I would 
say the co-founder would be crooked 
Hillary Clinton.”

Be honest, all you Republicans who 
support Trump despite knowing better. 
If you were walking down the sidewalk 
and someone coming toward you was 
screaming those words verbatim, you’d 
cross the street. This is the man you 
want to entrust with the nuclear codes? 
Seriously?

Conservative radio host Hugh Hewitt 
tried gamely to help Trump clean up the 
mess. “I know what you meant,” he told 
the candidate Thursday, “you meant 
that (Obama) created the vacuum, he 
lost the peace.”

“No, I meant that he’s the founder 
of ISIS, I do,” Trump said. “He was the 
most valuable player.”

Hewitt suggested this line of attack 
was a mistake. Trump’s reply: “No, it’s 
no mistake. Everyone’s liking it. I think 
they’re liking it.”

So much for the idea that Trump, at 
some point, will undergo a metamorpho-
sis and turn into a normal candidate, the 
kind who doesn’t go around encouraging 
political assassination or accusing the 
president of founding a terrorist group. 
If the cheering crowds at his hate-fi lled 
rallies are happy, Trump is happy.

Speaker Ryan and all you other 
reluctant Trump supporters, you know 
as well as I do that he’s not going to 
change. Not ever. You will recall that 
this was supposed to be the week when 
Trump turned to the economy. He 
even gave a teleprompter-aided speech 
Monday that was generally praised by 
conservatives, who clearly are willing 
to grade their candidate on an absurdly 
generous curve. But within a day, 
Trump was back to setting new lows 
in the history of modern presidential 
campaigning. If there is a trophy for 
Most Dishonest and Destructive, Trump 
is determined to retire it.

He is also determined, apparently, to 
rationalize his likely defeat by claiming 
the election was stolen from him.

He fails to explain why Republican 
offi cials — who administer the voting 
process in most states — would want to 
steal the election from their own party.

The point isn’t logic, of course. It’s 
emotion. Trump strikes a chord with Re-
publicans who cannot bring themselves 
to admit they were beaten fair and 
square by Barack Obama, not once but 
twice. Trump has long sought to delegit-
imize Obama by refusing to disown all 
the “birther” nonsense and insinuating 
that the president has some sympathy 
for jihadists. Now Trump seeks to dele-
gitimize the likely next president as well
by claiming the election will be rigged.

Trump wants to stoke anger, resent-
ment and victimhood. He abases our 
democracy — and Republican elected 
offi cials abase themselves by support-
ing him. History will have no mercy for 
Trump’s enablers. 

 
Eugene Robinson’s email address 

is eugenerobinson@washpost.com.

Trump brings 
down the 

entire system
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 IF THE 
cheering crowds 
at his hate-fi lled 
rallies are happy, 
Trump is happy.

A 1979 STANFORD 
University study found 
that confronting people 

with facts proving a belief 
wrong does not change 

their minds. 


