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A Kenosha County social service agency will be relocating to what was once a shopping center that housed Big
Lots, JoAnn Fabrics and a grocery store.
Sun Plaza, in the 3500 block of 52nd Street, will be the new home to Kenosha Human Development Services,
according to Bear Development President S.R. Mills.
The agency is currently located at 5407 Eighth Ave.
“Through the help of the city and the county, Kenosha Human Development Services was looking to relocate from
downtown, and they needed about 50,000 square feet,” Mills said.
While the exterior of the building looks the same, he said, $3 million has been invested to rehabilitate the interior.
“From our standpoint, that’s great because that activity will bring additional activity, and we look forward to
leasing the last 50,000 square feet there,” he said.
It’s just one of the many redevelopment efforts taking place in the city’s 10th District and presented to residents at
a community meeting Tuesday at Kenosha Area Transit, 4303 39th Ave.
District Ald. Anthony Kennedy played host to the meeting that drew about 40 people.
While Sun Plaza was once a bustling shopping center, when Bear acquired it recently, only a third of the existing
building space was being occupied.
“There was a pretty big hole in there, and a big question as to what the next steps were for what that center was
going to be,” he said.
Mills said Sun Plaza was part of the “impetus” for many of the investments that have been made to revitalize
several commercial and residential areas in the 10th District.
The interior for the new KHDS building, which is currently under construction, should be finished in the next three
to four months. The exterior should be completed by late summer to early fall.
He said future work would be done on the exterior and on the north side of the building, where it would benefit
from landscaping and lighting. Parking for the building would also be addressed.
New housing
Other projects in the works under Bear include housing on property south of the United Auto Workers Union Local
72 hall on Washington Road.
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That development includes an 80-unit, common-corridor building for seniors, 31 direct-access, three-bedroom
townhouses and three single-family residences. In July, Local 72 sold the 11-acre property to Bear Development
for $1 million.
“We’re cautiously optimistic that we’d be able to start from a construction standpoint this fall,” he said.
By fall 2021, Bear expects to begin leasing units, he said. Rental units would range from $700 to $1,300 per month
for studio to three-bedroom apartments.
Bear also intends to develop 105 single-family lots, most to the east of 35th Avenue, with lot sizes ranging from
6,500 to 7,500 square feet and price ranges of $220,000 to $250,000.
“When looking at the marketplace with what’s available for new housing, it’s about as cost effective as we’re
going to get,” he said.
Construction would ideally begin in the summer with development to continue over the next five years, he said.
Mills said he’s working with city officials to attract an occupant for the former Local 72 headquarters.
Old Walmart revamp
Kennedy noted that U-Haul is continuing work to revamp the former Walmart building on 52nd Street with about
900 self-storage units.
Kennedy said U-Haul has cut down trees behind the building to maximize lighting and deter vandalism, graffiti
and other criminal activities.
Fox Meadowview
Construction at the Fox Meadowview development at 50th Street between 47th and 52nd avenues has yet to come
to fruition, according to city officials. The proposed development includes 100 market-rate rental units.
The development was approved by the Kenosha Plan Commission last fall. However, developers “have not really
committed to moving forward with the project,” said development director Jeff LaBahn.
“So quite frankly, there’s a large question whether their project will even happen or not,” he said.
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