DEVELOPMENT

KENOSHANEWS

August 22, 2015

Story by

More room(s) at

BY REX DAVENPORT

rdavenport@kenoshanews.com

Business travelers,
tourists and even visiting
relatives have a new place
to stay in Kenosha with the
opening of the Hampton
Inn & Suites just west of the
busy intersection of Inter-
state 94 and Highway 50.

‘The 93-room, business-
focused hotel, developed and
owned by Kenosha-based
Bear Development, has been
in operation for several days
but hosted an official opening
event on Thursday afternoon.

“When we look around,
the opening of this hotel
is sort of a a microcosm
of what's happening in
Kenosha and southeast
Wisconsin,” said S.R. Mills,
president of Bear Develop-
ment. “The economy has
taken us through a lot of ups
and downs in recent years,
but this represents the ups.”

Despite a number of snags
during construction, the ho-
tel was built in about a year.

“We had a very wet
spring, and we had to deal
with labor and concrete
shortages,” said Jonah Het-
land, chief operating officer
of Construction Manage-
ment Associates, the general
contractor for the project.

Operating the hotel ona
day-to-day basis will be the
responsibility of Kinseth Hos-
pitality, an Iowa-based hospi-
tality developmen-ownership-
management company.

“We feel very proud to
be part of this project,” said
Bruce Kinseth, executive vice
president of the company.
“Hampton is the top brand in
the hospitality business today.
They never stop innovating.”

“This is the right hotel at
the right time in the right
market. And they have a great

breakfast bar, too,” Kinseth
added.
As the hotel neared
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Tea candles glow on tables in the lobby of the breakfast bar at the new Hampton Inn.

completion, it was already
attracting attention from
passing motorists who tried
to check into a room.

“The last few weeks pre-
sented a few challenges for
us,” explained Les Kinseth,
president of the management
company. “Bad weather
slowed us down a bit.”

Staffing the new hotel
also was not an easy task,
explained Joe Maitrejean,
director of operations for
Kinseth Hospitality.

“We were lucky we could
(hire staff) in a spread out
process,” he said. “People
had the skills we needed, but
everyone in this market is
competing for employees. We
are 95 percent staffed, but we
still need to fill a few spots.”

The new hotel has two
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Mills, left, and alderman Daniel Prozanski, Jr., in the
swimming area at the new Hampton Inn.
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meeting rooms, a business
center, a fitness center, and

a lobby snack shop. It also
features Wi-Fi throughout the
building. The large breakfast
area serves as a casual gather-
ing area where guests can help
themselves to coffee 24 hours
aday.

Guests can also enjoy an
increasingly popular trend: a
saltwater swimming pool.

“Iremember when I was

akid growing up in Salem,
there was nothing on this
corner except the McDonald’s
and the Howard Johnson’s,”
Mills told the crowd on hand
for the ribbon cutting. “This
hotel was my father’s (Bear
Development CEO Steve Mills)
vision. And he knew it would
be a success. Based on last
‘week’s reservations, it looks
like that will be the case.”




