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PADDOCK LAKE EYES NEW 60-UNIT 
SENIOR HOUSING COMPLEX

Local woman faces 
charges after fi ght

A Kenosha woman has 
been charged with second-de-
gree recklessly endangering 
safety after she allegedly at-
tacked a man with a kitchen 
knife.

Charlotte Rollins, 37, was 
charged Wednesday with bat-
tery and disorderly conduct, 
along with recklessly endan-
gering safety, for an incident 
Tuesday. 

According to a Kenosha 
Police report, a 60-year-old 
man told police Tuesday 
afternoon that Rollins 
became angry with him over 
a dispute and struck him 
several times, scratched him 
and then grabbed a kitchen 
knife and made “stabbing  
motions” at him.

The man had scratches on 
his face and chest and a mi-
nor cut on his shoulder that 
he said was from the knife, 
the police report stated. 
Rollins denied any physical 
dispute.

She is being held on $2,500 
cash bond.

Video shows man 
stealing alcohol

A man made three trips 
to the same grocery store on 
the same day to steal vodka, 
according to Kenosha Police.

An employee of Pick ‘N 
Save, 1901 63rd St., said the 
three incidents were discov-
ered when the employee was 
reviewing security video 
from Saturday. The thefts 
were reported Tuesday.

According to a Kenosha 
Police report, the thefts took 
place at 1:39 p.m., 4:12 p.m. 
and 5:38 p.m. In all, he took 
11 bottles of vodka, valued at 
$274.

Employee chases four 
would-be shoplifters

An employee of Fam-
ily Dollar, 2027 22nd Ave., 
reported she chased three 
women and a man from the 
store after they attempted to 
shoplift.

The employee told Keno-
sha Police that four people 
came into the store at about 
12:30 p.m. Tuesday. One per-
son talked to the employee 
while the other three went 
into the store. 

The employee said she 
watched two of the people on 
security video taking con-
tainers from the store and 
loading them with soap and 
laundry detergent, while the 
third put items in her purse.

The employee told police 
she shouted, “We have cam-
eras!” and the four people 
ran from the store. 

The employee chased them 
and they dropped most of the 
items they took. 

They ran into nearby 
yards and were later seen 
getting into an older “beat-
up” vehicle.

Two arrested after 
heroin overdose

A man and woman were 
arrested after their friend 
overdosed on heroin in a 
Kenosha gas station’s park-
ing lot.

Kenosha Police were 
called to the gas station in 
the 4400 block of 22nd Av-
enue at about 3 p.m. Tuesday 
for a report of an overdose. A 
39-year-old Pleasant Prairie 
man was unconscious in the 
parking lot.

According to the police 
report, a Pleasant Prairie 
couple and a relative had 
gone to a Kenosha park to 
purchase heroin, then drove 
to the gas station to park and 
use the drugs. 

The man who overdosed 
injected heroin; the other 
two snorted it. 

The man quickly fell 
unconscious. The woman 
pulled him from the van 
and tried to do CPR while a 
bystander called 911.

The man was revived by 
rescue workers. The 37-year-
old woman was arrested 
pending narcotics possession 
charges. 

The second man, a 37-year-
old from Kokomo, Ind., was 
arrested for an outstanding 
warrant.
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U.S. House Speaker Paul 
Ryan has declined an invitation 
to attend a town hall meeting 

sponsored by local 
progressive group 
Forward Kenosha 
during the Febru-
ary recess. 

“While we appre-
ciate the clever at-
tempt to get media 
coverage for their 
organization, Paul 
will be unable to 

assist in that effort,” said Ryan 
press secretary Ian Martorana 
in a statement to the Kenosha 
News. 

Ryan, the nation’s third 
highest-ranking Republican, 

represents Wisconsin’s First 
Congressional District, which 
includes Kenosha County. 

Members of Forward Keno-
sha hoped to have Ryan address 
their concerns regarding immi-
gration, repeal of the Affordable 
Care Act and President Donald 
Trump during their town hall 
event, which will be 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday at United Auto Work-
ers Local 72 headquarters, 3615 
Washington Road.

“Remaining silent and staying 
away from our district isn’t ac-
ceptable. We hear from constitu-
ents every day that they are very 
concerned with the direction of 
our country and want to hear 
from our congressman. He isn’t 
listening,” said Gina Walking-
ton, a Forward Kenosha found-
ing member, in a statement. 

Comments captured during 
the event will be sent to Ryan by 
Forward Kenosha.

Forward Kenosha was formed 
after the 2016 presidential elec-
tion. The group aims to promote 
peace and to assure the “dignity, 
inclusion, equality, safety and 
respect of every person in our 
community through education, 

advocacy and political engage-
ment.”

Members of Forward Kenosha 
have held numerous protests 
outside Ryan’s local offi ce, 5031 
Seventh Ave., this winter. 

No Ryan events planned
Martorana said Ryan has 

no press-open Kenosha events 
nor town halls scheduled in the 
immediate future. He said any 
upcoming events will be posted 
to Ryan’s website paulryan.
house.gov.

Ryan has previously held at 
least some in-person, in-district 
listening sessions in the spring, 

most recently in Kenosha in 
April 2015 and March 2014. 
Sessions were also held here 
in April 2008 and 2011, based 
on a search of Kenosha News 
archives.

However, Martorana said 
telephone town halls were held 
in April 2016, but Ryan and his 
team were barred by the House 
Committee on Administration 
from doing any others from May 
to after the Nov. 8 election.

“Basically, the rules are that 
you cannot use any funds from 
the (members’ representational 
allowance) to engage in any 
unsolicited mass communication
to more than 500 people within 
90 days of being on the ballot, 
hence no (telephone town halls) 
from April — after the election,” 
he said. “We plan to have a 
telephone town hall next month. 
We group callers by geographic 
area.”

Martorana encouraged con-
stituents who want to be on the 
call list to contact the Ryan ad-
ministration via phone or email. 
Martorana said Ryan has done 
six telephone town halls since he 
become speaker in October 2015.

Ryan to forgo town hall
Speaker spurns 
progressive 
group’s event

Rep. Paul
Ryan

If you go
What: 1st Congressional 
District town hall meeting

When: 6-7:30 p.m. Sunday

Where: UAW Local 72, 3615 
Washington Road

Who: Hosted by the progres-
sive group Forward Kenosha
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Restaurant Week continues
Sazzy B’s Mallory Whitefoot, who has worked at the restaurant for seven 
years, holds an appetizer of crostini topped with grilled tenderloin, car-
melized onions, garlic and gorgonzola cream sauce. Sazzy B’s is one of 
21 downtown Kenosha dining establishments participating in Restaurant 
Week, which started Saturday and continues through Sunday. The restau-
rants are offering specials on breakfast, lunch and dinner. For more, go to 
www.downtownkenosha.org/rw.
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PADDOCK LAKE — A 60-
unit senior housing complex is 
the goal of a partnership forged 
Wednesday between the vil-
lage of Paddock Lake and Bear 
Development. 

The Village Board approved 
a memorandum of understand-
ing with Bear regarding the 
development of multi-family 
units within a residential de-
velopment in Whitetail Ridge, 
located southwest of the inter-
section of highways 50 and F. 

Village Administrator Tim 
Popanda said the partnership 
stems from a need identified 
through a survey of residents.

“Overwhelmingly, our 
residents said they want to see 
some sort of senior housing 
development,” Popanda said.

The Southeastern Wisconsin 
Regional Planning Commission 
also identified this need in a 
report on the housing stock in 
the area. 

Popanda said the 24-unit 
senior apartment building al-
ready located in Paddock Lake 
has a three-year waiting list.

“There is an extreme need 
for senior housing in western 
Kenosha County,” Popanda 
said, adding Paddock Lake has 
clinics, dentists, doctors and 

other services for seniors.
The land identified for 

Whitetail Ridge became avail-
able after it was lost by a previ-
ous owner to the bank.

“We wrote an offer to pur-
chase the 3.9 acres,” Popanda 
said. “We have an option on the 
property.”

The village sought requests 
for developers for the project. 
While three developers con-
tacted the village, Bear was the 
only one to submit a bid. 

Bear built a senior complex 
in downtown Twin Lakes 
recently.

“By advertising for qualified 
developers and securing con-
trol of the site, the village en-
sures that a quality project will 
be developed,” Popanda said, 

adding this will not be a low-
income housing development, 
and it will also have some units
available to families. 

By way of the partnership, 
the village will work with Bear 
to submit the project for Wis-
consin Housing and Economic 
Development Agency tax credit 
program approval. 

The Village Board also as-
signed the option to purchase 
the property for $200,000 to 
Bear.

Popanda said the village will 
assist Bear by paying for road, 
sewer and water infrastructure 
for the development with Tax 
Incremental District funds (not 
taxpayer funds). Some special 
assessments on the property 
will also be waived.

Paddock Lake eyes new 60-unit senior housing complex
Apartments would be 
near highways 50, F
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A Kenosha County Cir-
cuit Court judge has ruled 
that a dog that injured his 
owner on multiple occa-
sions must be put down.

After a hearing on 
Wednesday, Judge Chad 
Kerkman granted the order 
in favor of a petition fi led by 
the village of Pleasant Prai-
rie that Bookie, a 7-year-
old mastiff, be humanely 
euthanized.

“I feel so bad that I 
couldn’t have done better,” 
said Bookie’s owner, Jack 
Thomsen, after Wednes-
day’s hearing.

The petition was fi led 
last month after village 
police investigated a Jan. 11 
report in which Thomsen 
was reportedly attacked 
by the dog, causing serious 
injuries.

Thomsen disputed the 
report, saying Bookie was 
trying to move him during 
a power outage. Thomsen, 
who is diabetic, has said the 
dog senses when he is hav-
ing a diabetic episode, and 
Thomsen said he may have 
stumbled in the dark when 
his blood sugar was low.

As he did during a hear-
ing before the Village Board 
in September, Thomsen 
also disputed a police inves-
tigation that the dog bit two 
teenage boys on separate 
occasions at Transcenden-
tal Golf, his business. Both 
boys were treated at a local 
hospital for their injuries. 

That investigation also 
revealed that Thomsen was 

badly injured two years ago 
by the dog.

After the village hearing, 
Police Chief Dave Smetana 
said he had a responsibility 
for the safety of residents 
and was also concerned the 
dog would injure Thomsen 
again. That led the Village 
Board to declare Bookie as 
vicious, meaning the dog 
had to be removed from the 
village or be euthanized.

Thomsen placed Bookie 
in a Bristol kennel. But he 
brought the dog back to his 
Pleasant Prairie home in 
November, saying Bookie 
was forlorn and losing 
weight.

On Wednesday, Smetana 
said he had no further com-
ment other than that the 
evidence “speaks for itself.”

The dog has been 
quarantined at Safe Harbor 
Humane Society since last 
month. 

Thomsen, who last saw 
Bookie on Monday, did not 
know when the dog would 
be euthanized but said he 
wanted the remains.

“I want to bury him 
here,” he said.

Court: Dog must 
be euthanized

KENOSHA NEWS FILE PHOTO BY
KEVIN POIRIER

Bookie is shown in this 
fi le photo. A judge or-
dered that the dog be 
euthanized for its at-
tacks.

Owner violates 
removal order


